Understanding the

University Context —
Developing your
Teaching Philosophy

Teaching as a Part of Faculty Life
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Judith will start this with 


How many
postsecondary
institutions are

there In the
U.S.?
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Discussion questions

What are the institution’s expectations for its teaching?

What are the students’ expectations for their class experience?



What is your teaching and

learning environment?

The teaching and learning environment is
larger than a single classroom

The department

e otherclasses
e curriculum
[~

The students

* otherfaculty <:Ir>° demographics

* expectations
* preparation

Za

The institution

* type
°* mission
* values
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Thinking about all the expectations people bring  ….


MSU PhDs talk
about teaching

in their new
faculty
positions




TEACHING IS CONTEXT
SENSITIVE!

Where?
For whom?
About what?
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Thinking about the shift from teaching to learning 


Group Activity

Open the "Institution Mission and Teaching Statement Document"

In your group
. Focus on assigned institution to discuss (not MSU)
. Based on the institution's mission/vision statement, what does it value in its learning experience for its
students?
. Based on the faculty/teaching handbook, how does it evaluate its faculty?
. What surprised you in comparing these 2 statements? What question did this comparison raise for your

group?


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1a1fm4DH8m235gX3zXknd_-kU5EbPL8CC/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=100958444817348158661&rtpof=true&sd=true

When do these institutional
statements matter?

*  When you are a graduate student/ postdoc preparing
for your career

*  When you are applying for a job

*  When you are a new faculty member
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How do institutions define missions and what are expectations of faculty. 


How do you characterize your

teaching style and approaches?

* How do they match institutional expectations?

* How do they match students’ expectations?



TEACHING IS CONTEXT
SENSITIVE!

Where?
For whom?
About what?




What do teaching positions look

like now?

Figure 1. Number of faculty in degree-granting postsecondary institutions, by employment status: Selected years, fall
2005 through fall 2021
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